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History
FreeWay Bible Chapel
The story of FreeWay Bible Chapel (formerly South Plains Bible Chapel) begins in the 1950s with an elderly couple
named Charles and Ruby Waller. Through their reading of the Scriptures, these two became convinced that the
organization and polity of their denominational church was in marked contrast with the simplicity of the New Testament
model for church structure and gathering. Acting on their convictions, they, along with two or three other families,
quietly separated from their denomination in order to establish a church based on solely Scriptural teachings. They
began meeting in homes, both the Waller's and that of another family.
During these early years the church was encouraged and strengthened through the assistance of itinerant "church
planters" from the West Coast. One of these itinerant preachers mentioned to a man named Ed Meschkat (who himself
was involved in church planting in rural Mississippi and later in South Carolina) that he should contact Mr. Waller to
explore the possibilities of future ministry. Ed’s visited the church in December, 1965, after which the group invited him
to pray about relocating to Lubbock. After seeking the Lord’s will, Ed and Mary Ellen moved with their three children to
Lubbock in August of 1966.
By that same year, the church had grown sufficiently to warrant the rental of a small house near Texas Tech University
to use as a meeting place. The use of this rental house was short-lived, however, as plans were already being developed
to construct a church building on recently acquired lots at Quaker and 54th St. The building was completed and opened
in May of 1969. Ten years later a Sunday School wing was added to the building.
During the 2000s, Sunday morning attendance occasionally exceeded the seating capacity of the building. A building
committee investigated possible avenues to alleviate the problem and at length a former racquetball facility on Marsha
Sharp Freeway was purchased. Having been vacant for several years, the building required extensive repairs and
modifications, much of which was accomplished through the enthusiastic volunteer labor of the church itself. During
the two years required for the restoration of the building, the church met in a hotel conference room at Embassy Suites.
The current move in target is December 2016. At this same time, the name of the assembly was officially changed to
FreeWay Bible Chapel.
Although through the years we at FreeWay Bible Chapel have seen considerable changes in our facilities and programs,
our vision remains the same as always: to provide solid biblical teaching and training in a context of Christian warmth
and encouragement, to reach the local community and beyond with the gospel of Christ, and to continue to
steadfastly serve the Lord of lords until His long awaited return for His children.
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Beliefs of FreeWay Bible Chapel
●

We believe that the Bible is the Word of God, each word having been God-breathed. God gave the Bible to the
church, and the church is to serve God in obedience to the Bible. We hold the Bible as the final and supreme authority
for our doctrine and lives, and that it is without error in its original writings (1 Corinthians 2:13; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2
Peter 1:20-21).
●

We believe in one God, who eternally exists in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Each is equal in
attributes, power, and glory (Deuteronomy 6:4; Ephesians 4:4-6; 2 Corinthians 13:14).
●

We believe that Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit was born of a virgin. He is the unique Son of God,
true God and true man (Isaiah 7:14; Luke 1:35; John 1:1-14; 5:22-23).
●

We believe that God created man in His own image, but through man's willful choice to disobey God, sin came
into the world and death through sin. All now are born in sin, spiritually dead, separated from God, corrupt in nature,
and guilty before God (Genesis 1:26; 3:1-7; Romans 3:12; 5:12; 6:23).
●

We believe that Jesus Christ died for our sins in our place. He is our substitutionary and representative sacrifice.
We believe that He rose again from the dead on the third day never to die again. We believe His work of salvation is
finished, that the righteous demands of God are fully satisfied in the work of Christ on the cross, and that there is
salvation in no other (Mark 10:45; Romans 6:1-14; Romans 3:24-25; 1 Pet. 1:18-19; 2:24; John 19:30; Hebrews 10:18;
John 14:6).
●

We believe that all who repent and believe the gospel are eternally saved. Salvation is a free gift of God apart
from any human merit. We believe that God's gracious offer of salvation can only be received freely, and that those who
would add human merit to the gospel preach a false gospel (Mark 1:15; Romans 10:9-10; Ephesians 2:8-10; Galatians
2:21; 3:10).
●

We believe that every genuine believer is born again, sealed with the Spirit of God, and eternally secure in
Christ. We believe that the evidence of new birth is the fruit of the Spirit and obedience to Christ. Every believer is a
member of the body of Christ, the church, and gifted by the Holy Spirit for spiritual service. We believe that the goal of
the Holy Spirit in this age is to glorify Christ. We believe that Christ alone is the head of the church and that we are called
to serve Him. We believe that the local church is God’s primary means for reaching the lost and nurturing the saved
(John 5:7; 1 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 1:13; 1 Corinthians 12:13; 1 Corinthians 12:11; John 16:14; Colossians 1:18; Luke
9:23; Matthew 16:18).
●

We believe in the personal and imminent return of Jesus Christ for His church, the establishment of His
millennial kingdom upon the earth, and the everlasting conscious punishment of the lost. (John 14:1-3; 1 Thessalonians
4:13-18; Revelation 20:4-15).

For a multi-page statement of our beliefs and practices, please ask one of the elders.
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An Invitation to the Lord's Supper
Each Sunday Christians throughout the world assemble in various locations to worship the Lord Jesus Christ.
They gather around bread and wine in a meeting that the early Christians called the "Lord's Supper" (1 Corinthians
11:20) or the "Breaking of Bread" (Acts 2:42). This has been the practice of God's people since the time that the Lord
Jesus Himself requested it:
And when He had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is My body which is
given for you; do this in remembrance of Me." And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, "This
cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood."
Luke 22:19-20
In obedience to this command of the Lord, we gather each week to observe the Lord's Supper. In determining
the manner in which to express our worship, we have sought guidance from the principles and pattern found in the New
Testament.
Symbols to Remind
The Lord instituted the Breaking of Bread at the Last Supper. There He used bread and wine to symbolize His
body and blood.
We often refer to the bread and wine as the emblems, because they symbolize the Lord's body and blood by
visually suggesting the objects they represent. The bread reminds us Christ's body. The bread is broken to represent the
Lord's body that was broken for us on the cross. The one loaf also reminds us that we are one body in Christ (1
Corinthians 10:17). The wine reminds us of the Lord's blood that was poured out for our sins (Matthew 26:28).
The Lord's Supper is a memorial feast, not a sacrificial offering. For this reason the elements are placed on a
table, not an altar. They remind us of Christ's finished work. In partaking of the bread and wine, each person is
expressing that he or she has personally placed his faith in Christ as his Savior (1 Corinthians 10:16). The Lord's Supper is
meant to be a joyful time in which God's redeemed people enjoy fellowship with the Father in glorifying His Son.
Presided Over by the Holy Spirit
The Scriptures teach that our prayer and worship should be led by the Holy Spirit (John 4:23; Romans 8:26;
Ephesians 2:18). Consequently, in remembering the Lord with bread and wine we seek to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit's
leading. Lest we quench the direction of the Spirit, there is no chairman in charge of the meeting or preplanned course
that the content of our worship must follow (1 Thessalonians 5:19).
Open to Every Believer
All who know the Lord Jesus and are walking in fellowship with Him are welcome to join in worshipping with us
and partaking of the bread and wine (1 Corinthians 10:17). If, however, someone has doubts about his or her
relationship with the Lord or his spiritual condition, we ask that he refrains from participation (1 Corinthians 11:27-29;
Matthew 5:23-24).

Recognizing Different Roles within Our Priesthood
The meetings of the early church were open to the participation of various members (1 Corinthians 14:26). The
Scriptures, however, limit the role of publicly addressing the assembly for purposes such as leading in worship or
instruction to the men (1 Corinthians 14:34-36; 1 Timothy 2:8-15). Women, as a witness to their acceptance of this
divinely established order, are instructed by God's Word to cover their heads when praying or prophesying (1
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Corinthians 11:2-16). Men, on the other hand, are instructed to uncover their heads during activities such as worship (1
Corinthians 11:4,7). Both men and women are free to join together in singing hymns of praise.
Brothers are free to offer a prayer, a hymn, or an insight from the Scriptures. As the Spirit directs each one, a
theme of worship generally becomes apparent. All publicly participating should be sensitive to the Spirit's leading, and
be brief so as to allow opportunity for others (1 Corinthians 14:29-33).
The Goal of our Worship
The focus of the Breaking of Bread is to "proclaim the Lord's death until He comes" (1 Corinthians 11:26), to
remember Him and what He has done for us (Luke 22:19). It is a time to exalt our risen Savior. Topics not related to this
should be addressed at other meetings of the assembly.
Weekly Observance
We remember the Lord around bread and wine each Sunday, the day of His resurrection, the "Lord's Day"
(Revelation 1:10). We believe that this was the practice of the early church (Acts 2:42; 20:7). We consider the Lord's
Supper to be the primary meeting of the church and ask all in fellowship to join us each week in remembering the Lord
as He has requested.
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Organization of the Church
The New Testament church was marked by simplicity. The disciples preached the gospel. Some
believed and were baptized (Acts 2:41). The apostles gathered these new believers into assemblies of God’s
people and formed local churches. These early Christians “were continually devoting themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” (Acts 2:42). Each local church,
overseen by elders, was accountable directly to Christ.
It is Christ’s rightful place to rule the worldwide church directly. “He is also head of the body, the
church;” (Colossians 1:18), the “Chief Shepherd” (1 Peter 5:4), and “high priest” (Hebrews 8:1). In all things, he
is to be “preeminent” (Colossians 1:18).
Christ has ordained elders, also known as bishops, to oversee the local church (Acts 14:23; Acts
20:17,28; Titus 1:5,7). The Greek word translated “elders” means older men, indicating the spiritual maturity
required for the position. The qualifications for the position are found in Titus 1:5-9 and 1 Timothy 3:1-7.
“Bishops” is the translation of a Greek word meaning overseers. This word has their function in view. In the
New Testament church we find a plurality of elders, several men overseeing the church together. They
supervise the people and ministries of the church. We can see the nature of their calling in Paul’s exhortation
to the elders of the church of Ephesus: “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy
Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood” (Acts
20:28). From this verse we also see that it is the Holy Spirit who makes an overseer. Christians are to follow
the elders of the church. “Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over your souls, as
those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for
you” (Hebrews 13:17).
God appoints some Christians to serve as recognized servants of the church, called deacons. They are
not a second tier of leaders, exercising authority of their own, but spiritual Christians called by God to help
free the elders from certain duties that the elders might have adequate time for prayer and the ministry of the
Word (Acts 6:1-7). Scripture lists the qualifications of a deacon in 1 Timothy 3:8-13. Deacons serve in various
ministries, such as distributing food to the needy of the church (Acts 6:1-6).
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FreeWay Bible Chapel
Declaration of Fellowship
I confess Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior (Romans 10:9,10); I believe that “Christ died for our sins according
to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures”
(1 Corinthians 15:3,4). Since becoming a Christian, I have testified of my faith in Christ through water baptism
(Matthew 28:18-20). I recognize that this declaration of fellowship in the local church does not constitute
membership in the universal church. The latter comes through baptism into the body of Christ by the Holy
Spirit at the moment of salvation (1 Corinthians 12:13).
I accept the biblical responsibilities of fellowship in the local church, knowing that the members of the
body are mutually dependent (1 Corinthians 12:12-31). These responsibilities include:
1. Praying and worshiping together, seeking to participate weekly in remembering the Lord in the Breaking
of Bread (Acts 1:13-14; 2:42; 20:7; I Corinthians 11:20-34).
2. Serving together in at least one ministry of the church (Romans 12:4-8; I Corinthians 12:4-27; Ephesians
4:12).
3. Giving together in a regular, proportional, systematic way (I Corinthians 16:1-2).
4. Submitting to the authority of the elders concerning what is taught in the church, the appointment of
teachers, and the reception of people into the fellowship of the church (Act 20:17; 28-31; Titus 1:7-9; Hebrews
13:17).
5. Maintaining “always a blameless conscience both before God and before men” (Acts 24:16). I recognize
that every Christian is a “letter of Christ” (2 Corinthians 3:3), “known and read by all men” (2 Corinthians 3:2).
My conduct reflects on Him and His church. I recognize my responsibility to resolve conflicts through biblical
methods (Matthew 5:23-24; Matthew 18:15-20). I understand that unrepented sin may subject me to church
discipline (Matthew 18:15-17; 1 Corinthians 5; 6:1-8). I acknowledge that voluntary withdrawal from
fellowship may not alleviate the responsibility of the church to comply with these Scriptures.
I will continually devote myself to these things, trusting the Lord to help me to be faithful (Acts 2:42).
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Opportunities for Spiritual Growth

▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Breaking of Bread
College & Career Study
Corporate Prayer
Engedi Conference (college and career)
Galilee Program (college and career)
Ladies’ Fellowships and bible studies
Men’s Weekly Bible study
Mission & other conferences
Personal Discipleship (upon request)
Special Seminars & Classes
Sunday Corporate Prayer
Sunday Sermon

8

ELDER RESPONSIBILITY LIST
Burt Bradley, Jim Haesemeyer, Tim Lambert
GENERAL AREAS OVERSEEN BY THE ELDERS
Pastoring, Teaching, Evangelism, Prayer, Worship, Planning
ASSISTING THE ELDERS ON THE PASTORAL TEAM
Larry Brown, Brady Collier
SPECIFIC ASSIGNMENTS OF THE ELDERS & CO-LABORERS
Adult Classes — Jim Haesemeyer
Breaking of Bread Service — Tim Lambert
College/Career — Brady Collier
Correspondent — Burt Bradley
Deacon Liaison — Tim Lambert
Evangelism — Jim Haesemeyer
Men’s Ministry — Larry Brown
DITP Liaison — Brady Collier

Missions — Jim Haesemeyer
Music — Peter Lambert
FWBC Orientation — Tim Lambert
Pastoral/Visitation Team — Brady Collier
Preaching Ministry — Burt Bradley
Website/Technology — Larry Brown
Women’s Ministry Liaison — Tim Lambert

DEACON RESPONSIBILITY LIST
Jon Bruegel, David Naugher, Garrett Lassiter, Garrett Haley
Jon Bruegel

Garrett Lassiter

Helping Hands (Outreach)
Assistance of Saints
Information
Library
Baptisms

Worship Logistics
Annual Events
Exterior Maintenance
Ushering/Greeting
Facility/Building Maintenance
Event Setup/Teardown

David Naugher

Garrett Haley

Construction/Maintenance Finances
Chapel Cleaning
Building Committee
Evangelism Assistance
Liaison with Elders

Consumables
Caring, Benevolence, People in Need
Legal/Insurance
Operating Finances, Treasury
Bill Payment/Expenses

WOMEN’S MINISTRY RESPONSIBILITY LIST
Team Leader - Lyndsay Lambert
Admin Team — Stephanie Lambert
Children’s Ministries, Nursery — Julie Kurian
Helping Hands Team — Cobey Haley

Martha Team — Rita Lambert
Titus 2 Team — Jamie Gentry
*See page 11 for jobs by team

Updated October 2017
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Opportunities for Service

To each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. . . .
For the body is not one member, but many.
1 Corinthians 12:7, 14
Adult Classes - Contact for adult Sunday School and/or topical studies to address specific needs.
Breaking of Bread Meeting - Contact for any teaching or issues related to this meeting.
College/Career Liaison - Liaison for Elders & En Gedi Conference, etc.
Correspondent - Point of contact or communication with the Assembly.
Deacon Liaison - Coordination between Elder and Deacon teams.
Evangelism - Contact for outreach and sharing the Gospel
Men’s Ministry - Point of Contact for Men’s Retreats and other ministry to and for FWBC men.
DITP - Point of Contact for Discipleship Intern Training Program: A nine month training program
hosted by FWBC.
Missions - Point of contact for visiting missionaries and missions related ministry.
Music - Coordinator of music ministry for FWBC.
FWBC Orientations - Point of Contact for those new to FWBC and coordination of orientations.
Pastoral/Visitation Team- Coordinator of Shepherding/Pastoral ministry.
Preaching Ministry - Coordinator for Preaching/Teaching Ministry of FWBC.
Website Ministry - Director of website development for FWBC.
Women’s Ministry Liaison - Point of Contact for coordination between Elders and Women’s
Ministry teams.
Helping hands - organizes outreach projects to help those in need outside the body for evangelistic
outreach and to show the love of Christ.
Assistance of saints - provides support for saints in need who may need practical help (lawn care,
cleaning, large items moved, etc.).
Information - responsible for keeping FWBC information available and accessible for visitors.
Library - responsible for maintaining literature in an orderly manner and providing book checkin/check-out system.
Baptisms - responsible for preparing baptismal (water temp, towels, dressing room, etc.) and ensuring
baptisms are performed smoothly.
Greeters - responsible coordinating greeters to welcome newcomers to breaking of bread and
preaching services and make them feel welcome and to assist elderly. Assist Shepherding team with
attendance logistics.
Worship logistics - responsible for making sure music leaders have sufficient technical support for
Sunday worship (projector set up, microphones, speakers, etc.).
Facility/Building maintenance - responsible for repairs, renovations, and any construction-related
projects done to building post move-in. Also coordinates financial needs with deacon handling chapel
expenses.
Chapel cleaning - organizes and facilitates team (or hires cleaning company) to ensure building is
clean and in good order prior to Sunday meetings and any other events.
Building committee - responsible for facilitating progress and planning during construction.
Organizes meetings with progress reports, job assignments, and gives report to Elders.
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Exterior maintenance - ensures building grounds are kept in good order and not in violation of City
code. This includes mowing, weed-eating, edging, watering, and any chemical treatments.
Evangelism assistance - assists evangelistic efforts by providing tracts, meals, and helping with any
training.
Consumables - responsible for keeping Lord’s Supper elements on hand and stocked for use. Arrives
early on Sundays to set up Lord’s Supper table. Once we move into the new building, this will also
include maintaining proper amount of cleaning, food, coffee, and bathroom supplies.
Caring, benevolence, people in need - uses FWBC funds wisely to help those in need (elder approval
required). Responsible for honorariums, donations, missionary funds, and giving.
Legal/insurance - handles all legal/insurance needs. Coordinates insurance certificate needs for
conferences and events (Engedi, Galilee, etc.).
Operating finances/treasury - responsible for counting weekly offering (ideally, with two or more
people for accountability), making bank deposits, and writing checks and monitoring funds used for
various operating/ministry needs (such as Engedi).
Bill payment/expenses - responsible for checking FWBC mail and paying all bills and expenses. This
includes hotel rent and building electricity/water/sewer/gas/etc.
Event Setup/Teardown - organizes and facilitates set-up and tear-down of events (such as 4th of July
fireworks fellowships, potlucks, church picnics, etc.)
Women’s Ministries
○

Administration Team
● Directory
● Social Media
● Prayer
● Attendee Connections

meeting ongoing or long-term
needs

Martha Team
● Showers / Receptions Scheduling
● Fellowship Meals
● Holiday / Special Celebrations

Children's Ministries Team
● Nursery
● Sunday School

Titus 2 Team
● Bible Study
● Mentoring
● Prayer
● Ladies’ Fellowships

Helping Hands Team
● Flowers
● Meal Train
● Care for the Body
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FWBC has two electronic systems of communication.
1. Emails through Google Groups
What is offered:
Anyone in the group can send prayer requests, announcements, etc., and everyone in the group will receive
them.
How to get connected:
·
Go to Google Groups: groups.google.com
·
Login with your Gmail account. (If you do not have a Gmail account you can create an account with any
email address by clicking on “Sign in” on the top right and then “Create account” below the login page. When
completing information, click on “I prefer to use my current email address.”)
·
After signing in, search for “FreeWay Bible Chapel” in the search box.
·
Click on “Apply for membership.”
·
Fill out or change necessary items as preferred and click on “Apply to join this group.”
After completing this process, you can send an email to the whole group, by sending your email to
freewaybc@googlegroups.com.
2. Website: spbiblechapel.com
What is offered:
·
Access to Members Only pages
·
Access to Online Directory – individuals add their own information
·
Emails announcing posting of Wednesday prayer requests and audio of Sunday sermons
How to get connected:
·
Go to “LOGIN FORM” on home page.
·
Click on “Create an Account.”
·
Create a Username and Password.
·
Your registration will be confirmed.
·
After confirmation, login to your account.
·
Click on your username on the top right of the page.
·
Update your personal information. (This information will appear in the chapel directory online and is
accessible by other members.)
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Contact Larry Brown (seekorswim@gmail.com) if you have any issues with any of the above options.
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Addendum 1

The New Testament Church
What is the church?
The church is those “who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who
in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:2). And so, more
properly speaking, the question should be framed: Who is the church? The Bible answers
that the church is “God’s people” (1 Peter 2:10). The Scriptures call them “saints” (Philemon
5), “believers” (1 Corinthians 14:22), and “Christians” (Acts 11:26). It describes them as
“saved” (Ephesians 2:8), “ransomed” (1 Peter 1:18), “forgiven” (1 John 2:12), at “peace with
God” (Romans 5:1), and “holy and blameless before him” (Ephesians 1:4).
The church is those people who have entered into a family relationship with God through
Jesus Christ. “To all who received him,” the apostle John writes, “who believed in his name,
he gave power to become children of God” (John 1:12). They have the privilege of
addressing God as "Abba! Father!" (Romans 8:15). This is a permanent relationship. Should
one of his children go astray, the Father disciplines him in love (Hebrews 12:6). He does not
cast him out. God promises: “I will never fail you nor forsake you." (Hebrews 13:5).
Elsewhere the Bible describes the intimate relationship between Christ and his church as
that of a groom to his bride (Ephesians 5:25-33; 2 Corinthians 11:2). Speaking of marriage,
the Bible says: “Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her” (Ephesians 5:25). When
the church arrives in heaven, there will be a great wedding feast. Scripture proclaims:
“Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb" (Revelation 19:9).
Scripture also uses the human body as a picture of the church. Christ is “the head of the
body, the church” (Colossians 1:18). The redeemed are “the members of the body” (1
Corinthians 12:12).
Some mistakenly think of the church as a building with cross and steeple. The church of the
New Testament, however, has no walls. More than an organization, it is an organism—a
living entity of interdependent members. Consequently, Christians don’t “go to church,” they
are the church.
When did the church begin?
The church did not exist in Old Testament times. Nor did God reveal its design and purpose
to Moses or the other prophets of the old covenant. We learn of the church from Jesus, “the
mediator of a new covenant” (Hebrews 9:15) and his apostles, the “ministers of a new
covenant” (2 Corinthians 3:6). Scripture calls the church “the mystery of Christ” (Ephesians
3:4). He unveiled it. He is at the center of it and is the source of its life. Paul writes in his
letter to the Ephesians: “When you read this you can perceive my insight into the mystery of
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Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now
been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit” (Ephesians 3:4,5).
In the months before his crucifixion, Jesus said, “I will build my church” (Matthew 16:18).
This is the first occurrence of the word church in the New Testament. Here Jesus speaks of it
as something yet future. Before ascending into heaven, Christ promised his disciples, “Before
many days you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit" (Acts 1:5). We know from Paul’s
teaching that the baptism of the Holy Spirit is when a person becomes part of the church,
the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13). Therefore, Jesus is telling his disciples in Acts 1:5
that the Spirit is about to inaugurate the church.
This occurred ten days later on the Jewish feast of Pentecost. The disciples were gathered
together, when “ . . . suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and
it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire,
distributed and resting on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 2:2-4). The church
was born.
What is the relationship between the church and Israel?
Scripture divides all people into three groups: “Jews,” “Greeks,” and “the church of God” (1
Corinthians 10:32). The Greeks are the Gentile nations, all non-Jews. The Jews are God’s
people of the old covenant, the nation of Israel. The church is God’s people of the new
covenant.
We must not confuse Israel and the church. Israel had its beginnings in the call of Abraham.
To be a Jew, one must be a descendant of Jacob, also named Israel. Membership is by
physical birth. The Jews entered into the old covenant with God at Mount Sinai. Leviticus 26
summarizes this contract. God promised to bless Israel, if they obeyed him. He said he would
curse them, if they forsook him. Theirs was a conditional relationship based upon
performance. Their promised blessings had an earthly focus—long life and prosperity in the
land of Israel. Jerusalem was to be the center of worship. Their priests were to be of the
tribe of Levi. Their high priest was to be Aaron, Moses’ brother, or one of his descendants.
The church differs from Israel with respect to each of these features. The church began at
Pentecost. Membership is by spiritual birth through faith in Christ Jesus (John 1:12). The
church is open to all people, both Jews and Gentiles (Galatians 3:28). In Christ they become
“one new man in place of the two” (Ephesians 2:15). Theirs is an unconditional relationship
based on grace. The blessings of the church have a heavenly focus—eternal life and an
inheritance with Christ. The worship of the church also has a heavenly focus. Christ “who is
seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven” (Hebrews 8:1) is the high
priest of the church.
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It won’t do to take God’s religious order for the Jews, christen it, and apply it to the church.
The church is something new, something far more wonderful. Christ expressed this when he
taught: “No one puts new wine into old wineskins; if he does, the wine will burst the skins,
and the wine is lost, and so are the skins; but new wine is for fresh skins" (Mark 2:22).
Does God have a specific design for the church?
In the New Testament we find an inspired record of the Holy Spirit’s revelation of the
church. There he shows us the church in operation, particularly in the book of Acts. He also
tells us in the New Testament of its foundational principles. These are recorded primarily in
the epistles.
This is similar to how God revealed the order of Israel’s worship. First God showed Moses the
tabernacle that he was to build in a vision, saying, “See that you make everything according
to the pattern which was shown you on the mountain" (Hebrews 8:5). Then God told Moses
how to build it, describing the tabernacle in every detail (Exodus 25-40).
The model God shows us for the church in the New Testament is marked by simplicity. The
disciples preached the gospel. Some believed and were baptized (Acts 2:41). The apostles
gathered these new believers into groups, assemblies of God’s people. These early Christians
devoted themselves to the study of the apostles’ teaching, sharing their lives with one
another, remembering the Lord with bread and wine, and praying (Acts 2:42).
Scripture refers to each group of Christians by the city or town in which it was located: “the
church in Jerusalem” (Acts 8:1), “the church at Antioch” (Acts 13:1), “the church of God
which is at Corinth” (1 Corinthians 1:2). We sometimes call these local churches to
distinguish them from the church as a whole, the universal church. Scripture refers to them
collectively as “the churches of Christ” (Romans 16:16).
The epistles tell us that the universal church is one: “There is one body and one Spirit, just as
you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call, one Lord, one faith, one baptism”
(Ephesians 4:4,5). Paul writes: “We, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members one of another” (Romans 12:5). This means that regardless of a person’s church
affiliation, all born-again believers, having been baptized by the Holy Spirit, are one in Christ.
Who is in charge of the church?
Ruling the worldwide church is Christ himself. “He is the head of the body, the church”
(Colossians 1:18), the “chief Shepherd” (1 Peter 5:4), and “high priest” (Hebrews 8:1). In all
things, therefore, he is to be “preeminent” (Colossians 1:18).
Christ has ordained elders, also known as bishops, to serve under him over each local church
(Acts 14:23). The Greek word translated “elders” is presbuteroi. It means older men,
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indicating the spiritual maturity required for the position. The qualifications for the position
are found in Titus 1:5-9 and 1 Timothy 3:1-7. “Bishops” is the translation of episkopoi,
literally meaning overseers. This word has their function in view. They supervise the people
and ministries of the church. We can see the nature of their calling in Paul’s exhortation to
the elders of the church of Ephesus: “Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in which
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God which he obtained
with the blood of his own Son” (Acts 20:28). Note that it is the Holy Spirit who makes an
overseer, not the apostles or the church.
Scripture instructs Christians to follow the leadership of the elders of the church. “Obey your
leaders and submit to them; for they are keeping watch over your souls, as men who will
have to give account. Let them do this joyfully, and not sadly, for that would be of no
advantage to you” (Hebrews 13:17).
Assisting the elders are deacons. They are servants of the church, not a subordinate tier of
leaders. Paul lists the qualification of a deacon in 1 Timothy 3:8-13. Deacons serve in various
ministries, such as distributing food to the needy (Acts 6:1-6).
In the New Testament, there is no further governmental structure to the local or universal
church. We might picture the structure of Christ’s design for the worldwide church as
follows:

Serving Christ together with the elders and deacons are the other members of the church.
The Holy Spirit, Scripture tells us, has given each Christian a spiritual gift for the common
good (1 Corinthians 12:1-7). This is a supernatural ability for service. It involves ministries
such as teaching, pastoring, evangelizing, exhorting, giving, leading, helping, and showing
mercy (Romans 12:4-8; Ephesians 4:11). As each person does his or her part, they build up
one another in the faith. The church matures and becomes more like Christ (Ephesians 4:1116).
How important is the church?
The importance of the church can be seen in the apostle Paul’s description of his ministry for
the Lord. He writes:
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To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the
unfathomable riches of Christ, and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery
which for ages has been hidden in God, who created all things;
Ephesians 3:8-9
Here we see that Paul had a two-fold calling. First, he was “to preach to the Gentiles the
unfathomable riches of Christ.” This is the proclamation of the gospel—Christ crucified,
buried, raised, and glorified. In the book of Acts we read of how Paul tirelessly spread the
good news of Jesus Christ throughout the Mediterranean region.
Paul continues in his letter to the Ephesians to describe the second half of his ministry:
“. . . and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been
hidden in God.” This refers to the church. Wherever people responded to the preaching of
the gospel, Paul gathered them together, exhorted them to care for one another, appointed
elders to watch over them, and commended them to the keeping of the Holy Spirit.
Even as the great apostle, this should be the focus of our ministry for the Lord. We should
give our lives to the spread of the gospel and the building up of the church. One is a message
to be proclaimed. The other is an organism to be brought into being. In this way God will be
glorified and others will come to know him, mature in Christ, and enjoy eternity with him in
heaven forever.
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Addendum 2
Elder Mission Statement

A

s elders we shall glorify God and show our love for Him by shepherding the flock of God

among us, exercising oversight (John 21:15-17; 1 Peter 5:1-5). We shall proclaim the gospel
and defend the truth (Matthew 28:19-20; Titus 1:9-11). We shall provide for "the equipping
of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ" (Ephesians
4:12). We shall be on guard for ourselves and for all the flock for which the Holy Spirit has
made us overseers, knowing that one day we shall give an account to the Chief Shepherd
(Acts 20:17-35; Hebrews 13:17). We recognize this is a high calling, requiring men full of the
Spirit and wisdom, possessing godly character (1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9). By God's grace
we shall be those men.
Elder Commitment
●
To take a spiritual approach to ministry, serving in reliance upon God. In all that I do, I
shall seek His wisdom and His ways both in my conduct and ministry.
●
To never bring discredit to my office. Should I fail in this commitment, I shall bring
the matter to the attention of my fellow elders, not waiting until my failure has been
discovered by others.
●
To personally care for the saints, knowing that my calling as an elder is not that of
one who simply sits on a board of directors and makes decisions.
●
To be a servant-leader, never lording my position over the flock, but being an
example to them.
●
To not allow my secular employment or ministry outside the local church to keep me
from my responsibilities as an elder.
●
To take the time to minister to those that I have asked to serve with me in ministry,
keeping the needs of my team as a higher priority than the needs of the task before us.
●
To be accountable to my fellow elders in my service, accepting their counsel and
criticism.
●
To seek to form a consensus with my fellow elders on matters under discussion that
we might serve in unity. I will yield to those who have a greater knowledge of a matter or
who will be more closely involved in its execution. I will not take offense when things are not
done my way. Neither will I work in opposition to a decision once it has been made.
●
To support the doctrinal position of the elders as a whole, never promoting a
contrary teaching in the assembly. If in the course of time I am no longer be able to do this, I
will step down from the eldership rather than cause division in the assembly.
●
To respect my fellow elders by not wasting their time. I will consistently attend the
meetings of the elders, informing them in advance of known absences. I will arrive on time
and fully prepared. I will not engage in endless discussion, nitpicking, or theological
wrangling. If asked to serve as the chairman of the elders' meetings, I will faithfully fulfill the
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agreed upon requirements of that position.

●
To take full responsibility to accomplish that which I commit myself to do. I will
adhere to a "no excuse policy." When matters outside my control prevent me from fulfilling
my responsibilities, I will promptly take steps to see that my responsibilities are covered by
others and that my fellow elders are informed. I will execute my responsibilities in a timely
manner, including responding to phone messages and email letters.
●
To guard the confidentiality of the work of the elders, not discussing with others any
matter of a sensitive nature or that is scheduled to be made public at a later date.
●
To step down from the eldership in the Lord's timing. I will be sensitive to the Holy
Spirit's leading and the consensus of my fellow elders in this matter, not wishing to remain in
this office beyond the time allotted to me by the Lord. I will step down if I am unable to fulfill
the above commitments for personal or family reasons, no longer sense the Lord's calling, no
longer meet the biblical requirements of being an elder, or believe that the time has come to
place the oversight into the hands of the next generation. Desiring to serve in accordance
with the common consent of my fellow elders and recognizing that a man is not his own best
judge, I will offer my resignation from the eldership on my seventy-fifth birthday. If my
fellow elders ask me to continue to serve and I feel led of the Lord to do so, I shall continue
to serve, offering my resignation every five years thereafter.
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